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                            27 April 2020 
Dear Sasbo Member 
 

As we write to you, we note that it is exactly a month since the national lockdown was imposed. 
The lockdown commenced on 27 March 2020 for a period of 21 days and was extended by 14 
days from 17 April 2020 until 30 April 2020. We have over this period borne witness to 
unprecedented developments in terms of the national disaster caused by the spread of this global 
pandemic, since the dawn of the democratic dispensation of the Republic of South Africa. Many 
restrictions and limitations have been imposed, limiting our contact, movement, and affecting both 
our work, personal and family time and lives. 
 

The Corona virus pandemic has turned our lives upside down, disturbed and disrupted all our 
programs and life as we know it. To date more than 168 000 tests have been conducted, just over 
4 500 have contracted the virus and, sadly, the virus has claimed 87 lives in our beloved country. 
Please let us all observe a moment’s silence to pray for the departed souls and let us offer our 
sincere condolences to the families and friends of the bereaved. 
 

We must also appreciate that as many as 1 500, who initially contracted the virus, have since 
made a full recovery and have since tested negative for Covid-19. We take this opportunity to 
thank all our healthcare workers, Doctors, Nurses, Paramedics and Emergency Response 
personnel and Hospital Management and Staff, Healthcare Funders, National Health Laboratory 
Service, the National Institute of Communicable Diseases, the Department of Health and the 
National Coronavirus Command Council, the Scientists and subject matter experts, under the 
leadership of our President of the Republic of South Africa, HE Cyril Ramaphosa and his Cabinet. 
The President in his address last week advised:  
 

“… we hope to save tens of thousands of lives. There is clear evidence that the lockdown has 
been working. Together with the other measures we have taken – such as closing our borders – 
and the changes in behaviour that each of us has made, the lockdown has slowed the progression 
of the pandemic in the country. 
 

The World Health Organization has commended South Africa for acting swiftly and for following 
scientific advice to delay the spread of the virus. Yet, while a nation-wide lockdown is probably the 
most effective means to contain the spread of the coronavirus, it cannot be sustained indefinitely. 
 

Our people need to eat. They need to earn a living. Companies need to be able to produce and to 
trade, they need to generate revenue and keep their employees in employment. 
 

We have accordingly decided that beyond Thursday 30 April, we should begin a gradual and 
phased recovery of economic activity…” 
 

We take this opportunity to acknowledge and sincerely thank you, our members and our staff, who 
have been and are currently on lockdown at home with your families- your actions have 
contributed to the acknowledgements, progress and successes highlighted above. We know that 
many of you have not been resting, but have actually been actively working remotely from home, 
which, contrary to popular belief, is very stressful and a challenging balancing act in the best of 
times. 
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We pay a special tribute to our brave and committed members, who leave their homes, their 
families, during this period of national lockdown, and travel by, amongst others, public transport, to 
the branch or department of their Financial Institution, in order to provide an essential service on 
the frontlines, at the coalface. Your unselfish acts of loyalty, patriotism, humility and care for our 
people, who are depending on us in order to feed, provide and protect their families or obtain 
medicine and / or healthcare, whilst at the same time being at risk of contracting the virus, is 
unprecedented, extraordinary and sincerely acknowledged and highly commendable. 
 

Know that, as Sasbo, we are here with you through this struggle and, although it may be difficult 
and seem insurmountable at times; we will get through this, we will overcome, by looking out for 
each other and by acting in solidarity, humility and compassion for each other, our families, our 
customers, our employers and our country! 
 

We note, in terms of the regulations, as announced by the President and subsequently by the 
Cabinet Ministers, that it has now become mandatory to wear a face mask. Along with the other 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE’s), such as gloves, sanitisers, and maintaining social 
distance, personal hygiene and regular sanitising of the workplace and public transport, we humbly 
request both the Financial Institutions and our members to remain vigilant and to continue to 
strictly adhere to all the health and safety risk mitigatory measures in terms of the relevant 
regulations. We have come so far; let us not be complacent now and dare we falter and drop our 
guards. 
 

Forward ever, backward never! 
 
We take this opportunity to wish you and your families a safe, healthy and memorable Freedom 
Day on 27 April 2020 and as the lockdown regulations are eased from level 5 to level 4 on 1 May 
2020, may we commemorate Workers Day, with these words: 
 

Solidarity forever…. for the Union makes us strong! 
An injury to one is an injury to all! 
Forward social dialogue! Forward decent work! 
May fairness and justice in the workplace forever reign! 
 
Viva Sasbo Viva! 
 
Amandla! 
 
Safety, wellness and life first! 
 
Solidarity 
 
Modime Joe Kokela         Malesela Moses Lekota 
General Secretary            President 
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